[image: image1.emf] 


ESSEX CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Minutes for the Meeting of August 16,  2016
	Commissioners:
	*Absent
	Staff:

	
	
	

	Wallace Bruce, Chairman
	Elisabeth Frye
	Deborah Cunningham

	Robert Brophy
	Ted Marshall
	Administrative Clerk

	Angus Bruce
	Jack Schylling
	

	Michael Burke
	
	


___________________________________________________________________________________

The Commission opened a public hearing on a Notice of Intent filed by James McCarthy of IIV LLC to construct a new dwelling, driveway, utilities, septic system and grading at Lot 3A Shea Court. The Clerk advised that the applicant had requested a continuance to August 30, 2016. On a motion made and duly seconded, the Commission voted unanimously to continue the hearing until August 30, 2016.
The Commission opened a public hearing on a Request for Determination of Applicability filed by Stuart and Christine Winfrey to remove a cluster of trees next to the house to provide parking at 44 Robbins Island Road. The applicants were not in attendance since the Commission had discussed this matter with them at the last meeting and advised that the RDA should be filed for the removal of the trees. The Commission felt that the information in the application was sufficient to approve the project. On a motion made and duly seconded, the Commission voted unanimously to close the public hearing. The Commission agreed that there were no conditions that needed to be added to the Determination and, on a motion made and duly seconded, voted unanimously to issue a negative Determination.

The Commission opened a public hearing on a Request for Determination of Applicability filed by Jeff Ritchie to remove trees at 70 Island Road. The Clerk advised that the applicant was not in attendance but that the previous Agent, Sam Stevens, had walked the site and advised Mr. Ritchie on the removal of the trees. The Commission saw no issues with the project and, on a motion made and duly seconded, voted unanimously to close the public hearing. The Commission agreed that there were no conditions that needed to be added to the Determination and, on a motion made and duly seconded, voted unanimously to issue a negative Determination.

The Commission spoke with Joyce Bowden of 177 John Wise Avenue regarding clearing work that had been done on the property. The Commission asked that a Request for Determination of Applicability be filed to determine if the work was within a 100’ buffer zone. Ms. Bowden advised that she had documentation that showed that the site had been cleared since before she acquired the property. The Commission asked that this information be supplied when the RDA was filed. Ms. Bowden advised that she would contact the Clerk to get the RDA prepared for the Commission’s next meeting.

The Commission reviewed the planting plan submitted by the applicant for 67 Wood Drive. It was decided that would be done by Angus Bruce and Bob Brophy to discuss the placement of the trees before the approval of the plan. The Clerk was asked to contact Mr. Staid to set up the visit.

The Commission reviewed a Request for Extension of the Order of Conditions issued under DEP #021-0553 for Lot 44 (aka Lot 11W) Turtleback Road. The Clerk advised that this was the same project that had just been issued the Partial Certificate of Compliance for the work done on the “common driveway”. The Commission reviewed the file and determined that a site visit would be appropriate before approving the extension. The site visit was scheduled for 6 pm on Tuesday, August 23 and the Clerk was asked to advise the applicant’s representative.

The Chairman presented the minutes of July 19, 2016 for approval. On a motion made and duly seconded, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the minutes as presented.
The Chairman addressed the Commission about appointing Michael Burke as Chairman. He advised that he would not be resigning from the Commission but would step down as Chairman. Mr. Burke agreed that he was willing to assume this position. On a motion made and duly seconded, the Commission accepted Wallace Bruce’s resignation as Chairman and appointed Michael Burke effective immediately.

There being no further business, on a motion made and duly seconded, the meeting was adjourned.

Approved:
Essex Conservation Commission

Prepared by:
Deborah Cunningham, Administrative Clerk
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