OPEN SESSION

MINUTES OF BERLIN BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING – MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2015

Berlin Memorial School, 34 South Street, Berlin, MA 01503

Present: Chairman Thomas Andrew, Vice Chairman Walter Bickford, Accountant June Poland, Treasurer Dennis Fearebay, Town Counsel Joel Bard, Town Clerk Eloise Salls.

The Board convened at 7 p.m. and remained in session throughout Special Town Meeting.  The Board attended to its separate agenda following dissolution of STM at 7:36 p.m.

The Board approved and signed the Compliance Agreement for the conveyance of a LIP unit at 82 Village Court which will remain an affordable unit.

Town Counsel was consulted on whether to now pay from Special Article funds approved at the May 2015 STM the DOR assessment arising from the apparent non-payment of withholding taxes by prior payroll company Boston Business Service. Andrew noted that while the DOR has agreed to waive penalties, interest continues to accrue on the balance due at the rate of 6-7% and that the Town was advised that the interest due was not negotiable.  Attorney Bard indicated he’d consult with Attorney Brian Riley on paying now.  Andrew stated he’d draft a letter from the Town to accompany payment to state the Town reserves its rights to recoup the money if circumstances warrant.
The Board signed an engagement letter with Town Auditor Clifton Larson Allen for services reviewing FY15 accounts.  

The Board accepted a letter of resignation from David Westerling who stepped down from both the Berlin Home Day and Christmastime in Berlin to avoid any conflict of interest with his new appointment to the Finance Committee.
The Board signed to approve the P.W.S. water quality reports for the Town Office building for 2013 and 2014.
Andrew stated that the Assabet RVTHS intern to be hired by the Cable Television station manager may be paid as a 1099contractor instead of a W-2 employee since the experience will not provide instruction to the student.  Andrew stated he would provide the Accountant with a memo to that effect.
The Board adjourned at 7:57 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Arata, Admin. Secretary
