
Community Preservation Committee-minutes of meeting on July 22, 2015 

 

Present: Bea Phear, Cheryl Lowe, Dale Julier, Glenn Hearn, and Gary Montrowl and Pam Thors Admin. Asst.  

Also Present: Joanne Scott and Michael Holtham 

Absent: Tara Whiting, Lesley Eaton, Scott Stearns and Sean Conley 

 

A quorum being present, Bea opened the meeting at 5:30pm. 

 

Minutes: The minutes of the meeting of June 24, 2015 were reviewed and approved. 

 

Invoices: The following invoices were reviewed and approved; 

DCRHA Rental Assistance-August $7,065.00  
Save the Gay Head Lighthouse-$80,455.68 

Administrative Assistant Payroll-thru July 1
st
-$1,975.85 

 

New Business: 

 

The Affordable Housing Trust payments from CPC funding were reviewed.  Pam explained that at the July 14
th

 

Affordable Housing Trust meeting, Michael Holtham raised the issue of incorrect wording in the 2014 Warrant 

Article supporting pre-development costs for the Fire Station Affordable Housing project.  She explained that 

Mr. Holtham, (in attendance), is an abutter to the project and stated that the project described in the warrant 

article is for two duplexes rather than the three triplexes currently under consideration.  Joanne Scott stated that 

in light of this being brought to their attention the Affordable Housing Committee will not make any further 

expenditure from this fund until the issue has been reviewed by Town Counsel.  Mr. Holtham said that, at the 

Selectmen’s meeting earlier, it was suggested that there may need to be a new Town By-law passed in order for 

the current plan to be approved. Joanne stated that the Zoning for the current plan was approved by the Zoning 

Official and they are allowed a septic capacity for 24 people but that they are asking for only 18.  Joanne stated 

that they will be consulting with Town Counsel and will advise the CPC when there is a definitive answer as to 

whether there needs to be an amendment to the warrant article at Town Meeting. 

 

The Affordable Housing Restriction, (see attached), for the 6 Water Street Apartment project was reviewed. 

Dale asked about the remaining 2 apartments and whether a qualified West Tisbury resident could be placed in 

one of them.  Joanne said she would speak to Philippe Jordi about that possible opportunity.  

 

A motion was made to approve the Affordable Housing Restriction for “6 Water Street”.  The vote on the 

motion was unanimous in favor. 

 

Pam said she will let DCRHA and IHT know and follow up by getting a recorded copy of the document for the 

file. 

 

The Island Housing Trust application to the Affordable Housing Committee was discussed.  The grant, request 

for the IHT Partnership for Accessory Apartment Program is for $18,500.00 to pay for the first 12 months of the 

programs consultant fee.  Pam suggested that the anti-aid amendment may prohibit this type of grant due to the 

fact that the grant is for aiding the perspective landlord who does not necessarily qualify for Affordable 

Housing who stands to make a small profit by utilizing the program and the consultation provided. She 

referenced the email from Stuart Saginor, (see attached), who doesn’t believe this to be a problem.  He notes 

that in his opinion, the presence of profits does not represent a violation to the anti-aid amendment.  Dale said 

that she thinks the affordability restriction that would need to be placed on the accessory apartment covers the 

anti-aid amendment issue.  Glenn brought up the issue that if the town is paying for a consultant that perhaps 

that position should have to be put out to bid.  Joanne said that the Affordable Housing Committee would be 

referring the issue to Town Counsel and let the CPC know the outcome of that referral.  

 



 

 

Old Business: 

The Historic Preservation Restriction for the Martha’s Vineyard Museum Roof Restoration Project was 

reviewed.  Pam stated that she had sent the Oak Bluffs version of this document and the Restriction filed with 

the Martha’s Vineyard Garden Club for the Old Mill to Atty. M. Goldsmith as well.  Pam pointed out that the 

only addition was paragraph #6 which addressed reimbursement. It was mentioned that there should be a notary 

page for each signature.  Pam agreed and said she would bring the revised document to sign at the next meeting. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:30pm.  

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Pam Thors, Admin. Asst. 
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