EXECUTIVE SESSION

MINUTES OF BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING – MONDAY, JUNE 16, 2014

Berlin Town Offices, Room 206, 23 Linden Street, Berlin, MA 01503

Present:  Selectmen Thomas Andrew, Walter Bickford, and Judith Booman, 

Executive Session began at 9:25 p.m.

Regarding the Maplewood litigation (Johnston v. Town of Berlin), Andrew explained that mediation is scheduled for tomorrow in Worcester.  Andrew advised that MIIA counsel Courtney Mayo has prepared a memo for the judge’s review in advance of mediation. 
 Andrew said that Mayo recommends 
· The Town give the Johnstons a Certificate of Occupancy for the riding arena, that 
· the Johnstons agree to strategically planting trees around the property perimeter to cut down on the view to neighbors, and that 
· the Town would install groundwater monitoring wells downslope. 

Regarding the Johnston’s desire to bring in more fill, Andrew said the key is to truck in clean top soil and not ‘disposal soil.’ Andrew said it’s also important that the quantity be limited to an amount necessary to finish off the project at its current topography level without creating higher heights.   Andrew said the parties must also enter a joint agreement regarding the travel path for trucked-in fill.
Andrew said that MIIA is willing to pay the Johnsons a good faith gesture for loss of income.  No specific amounts were sited, said Andrew.   Booman suggested the Town set the maximum number of truckloads allowed to the property.
At 9:41 p.m., on a motion by Bickford, seconded by Booman, the Board voted unanimously on a roll call vote to leave Executive Session and resume its Open Meeting agenda (miscellaneous correspondence review): Andrew – aye, Booman- aye, Bickford – aye.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Arata

Administrative Secretary
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