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Attendees: Chairman Charlie McDonald, Vice-Chairman Matthew Christy, Treasurer Arthur 

Lawrence, Courtney Haff, Randall Kemp, Robert Barcomb, Secretary Marla Hanc 

 

Public Present: Thomas Collins, 300 Albany St., Springfield, MA 

                           Teague Baker, 220 Brickyard Rd. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 PM. 

 

7:02 Open Time to the Public: 

No members of the public spoke at this time. 

 

7:02 Regular Business: 

Review Minutes 
The minutes from January 14, 2013 were reviewed.  A motion was made by Mr. Haff to approve the 

minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Lawrence.  The motion passed with five (5) 

YES votes and two (2) abstentions (Mr. Kemp and Mr. Barcomb). 

 

7:09 Treasurer’s Report 
Mr. Lawrence presented the Treasurer’s Report.  Money will be borrowed from the Wetlands 

Protection Account, to be repaid with FY 14 funds, to fund the CC Expenses Account. 

 

Signatures: 

 SCC-FY-13-18 from CC Expenses (#15171.700) 

o Payable to Charlie McDonald, for ink and paper, $11.78 

o Payable to Daily Hampshire Gazette for public notices, $68.75 

 SCC-FY-13-19 from Conant Wildlife (#825200.701) 

o Payable to John A. Edwards for Boundary Blazing Wolcott St Parcel, $380.00 

 

7:13 A motion was made by Mr. Kemp to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Mr. Barcomb seconded 

the motion.  The motion passed unanimously with seven (7) YES votes. 

 

7:14 Correspondence 

Email: 

 January 15, 2013 from Ecological Landscaping Association – regarding Newsletter - 

January 2013 Edition 

 January 17, 2013 from Ecological Landscaping Association – regarding ELA Conference, 

Connect the Ecological Dots, February 27 & 28, 2013 at MMC in Springfield, MA 

 January 17, 2013 from Anne Capra, PVPC – regarding Greenway Site Assessments Grant  

assistance 

 January 18, 2013 from Regina Shea-Sullivan, Interim Town Administrator – regarding SB 

meeting January 22, 2013~reminder STM  02-05-2013~All boards meeting scheduled for 

02-19-2013 

 January 18, 2013 from AMEC Environment & Infrastructure, Inc. – regarding AMEC 

Invitation to the Massachusetts Municipal Association Trade Show January 25 – 26 
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 January 18, 2013 from Richard LeBlanc (AGR) – regarding MDAR Farm and Market 

Extras 

 January 23, 2013 from Eileen Pannetier, President Comprehensive Environmental Inc. – 

regarding Toxic Algae Increasing 

 January 24, 2013 from Ecological Landscaping Association – regarding ELA Conference, 

Recipe for a Healthy Landscape 

 January 28, 2013 from DLS Alert@dor.state.ma.us – Upcoming Bureau of Local 

Assessment  Workshops 

 January 30, 2013 from Anne Capra, PVPC – regarding link from Mass DOT of qualified  

structural engineers 

 January 30, 2013 from Ecological Landscaping Association – regarding Upcoming 

Educational Events 

 January 31, 2013 from Richard LeBlanc (AGR) – regarding Save on Registration to NE Ag 

Marketing Conference -  Register by February 7 

 February 1, 2013 from Mass Wildlife (FWE) – regarding [masswildlife.news] MassWildlife 

News -- February  Issue 

 February 1, 2013 from Mark Stinson (DEP) – regarding DEP Western Region Circuit Rider 

News for February  2013 

 February 1, 2013 from Anne Capra, PVPC – regarding draft Request for Quotes (RFQ) for 

the two bridge assessments 

 February 2, 2013 from Richard LeBlanc (AGR) – regarding Be Heard Massachusetts! It's 

Not Too Late to Be Counted in  2012 Ag Census -- Responses due February 4
th

 

 February 4, 2013 from Paul Jahnige (DCR) - regarding 2013 Massachusetts Trails 

Conference! - Save the date 

 February 4, 2013 from Richard LeBlanc (AGR) – regarding February/March Farm and 

Report 

 Baystate Road Program 

Hardcopy 

 MACC, Information regarding the 2013 Environmental Conference held at College of the 

Holy Cross, Worcester, Saturday, March 2 

 Mass Interchange, Winter 2013, Volume 27, Number 1 

 January 22, 2013 postmark from Westfield River Watershed Invasive Species Partnership, 

dated December 14, 2012, regarding request for community members who might be 

interested in becoming involved with partnership 

 January 23, 2013 from Southampton Town Accountant, mileage reimbursement rate is .565 

as of January 1, 2013  

 January 24, 2013 from Southampton Town Accountant and Finance, Budget Transfer 

Procedures 

 From Southampton Zoning Board of Appeals, agenda for January 28, 2013 ZBA meeting 

 From Southampton Zoning Board of Appeals, public hearing notice for variances sought by 

Richard L. Truehart Jr. & Cathy Truehart for January 28, 2013 ZBA meeting 

 

7:19 CPC Comments 

The next Community Preservation Committee meeting is scheduled be held on February 6, 2013. 
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7:20 RDA 10 College Highway/Big Y Store #11, Representative - Thomas Collins/Springfield Electrical 

Co. 

Mr. McDonald read the notice which had been published in the Daily Hampshire Gazette.  A check for 

$68.75 was given to the Treasurer for the notice in the Gazette.  The plans for the 600kW Standby/ 540kW 

Prime Generation System dated October 5, 2012 w/revision 5 December 19, 2012 were reviewed.  The 

design change involved moving the transformer within the 100 foot buffer zone since it was determined that 

a gas line was in the previous chosen location.  There will be interstitial monitoring 24/7 of the diesel storage 

which is outside of the buffer zone. 

 

7:32 A motion was made by Mr. Barcomb to issue a negative 3 determination with standard 

conditions on WPA Form 2 Determination of Applicability, section B Determinations. (The work 

described in the Request in within the Buffer Zone, as defined in the regulations, but will not alter an Area 

subject to protection under the Act.  The work does not require filing of a Notice of Intent, subject to 

conditions.)  The motion was seconded by Mr. Lawrence.  The motion passed unanimously with 

seven (7) Yes votes. 

 

7:34 LAND Grant Discussion 

Status of Assessment Definition 

A Management Agreement, Baseline Document, and Conservation Restriction are required as 

conditions of the LAND grant.  These are the responsibility of the SCC.  PVPC is soliciting the 

Request for Environmental Proposals.  Mr. McDonald and Ms. West (members of the Negotiating 

Workgroup) discussed Phases I and II with the Select Board. 

 

A question was raised as to how people would bid for the Phase I and II  projects.  The SCC wants 

the process to be open.  Anne Capra will be asked to add more businesses to the process.  A 

question was raised as to what standard the bridge assessments should be considered.  There should 

be a copy of the latest report of the railroad inspections of the bridges available. 

 

Grants for Phase II and III Environmental 

Phases II and III could possibly be paid for with U.S. Government Superfund money via 

sponsorship of PVPC. 

 

Funding Workshop PVPC 

Mr. McDonald attended the Funding Workshop.  25 pages of funding resources to consider were 

provided.  As of July 1, 2013 the SCC will need at least $1,200/year to cover the minimum 40 hrs 

service/year PVPC Compact Charge.  The question was raised whether this could come out of the 

Wetlands Protection Fund. 

 

Rail Road Negotiations: Status 

On January 31, 2013 there had been a meeting with Mark Reich from Kopelman and Paige, and the 

Negotiating Workgroup to review a draft of the letters of intent to purchase the rail corridor 

developed by April West.  As part of the discussion it was suggested that the difference between the 

PVRR assessment of the property and the appraisal done for the Town of Southampton could be 

considered a municipal gift from PVRR.  No easements except for street crossings would be 

allowed on the property. 

 

8:25 New/Old Business 

Budget Issues 
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Mr. Lawrence presented research he had done on filing fees charged by 35 towns in Massachusetts.  

The question was broached if the SCC could amend the existing $25 fee in the bylaw with just a 

vote by the Select Board.  For administrative expenses, the SCC should go to Staples since the 

Town has an account there.  Another question discussed was the possibility of setting up an 

enterprise fund for fees.  Mr. Lawrence will speak with Vicki Leigh Moro, Town Accountant, 

concerning these questions. 

 

8:40 RDA’s Scheduled/Manhan Rd. 

Unpermitted work within 200’ of the Manhan River was observed at 27 Manhan Rd.  Mr. 

McDonald spoke with Barry Searle who is the engineer for a new septic system installation to 

replace an old system which was not in compliance with Title V regulations.  An RDA will be 

scheduled for the next SCC meeting.  Mr. McDonald displayed pictures of the site showing the 

disturbed soil.  Installation of a silt fence was requested of Mr. Searle.  Mr. McDonald will contact 

Mark Stinson (DEP) for his advice on the situation. 

 

8:45 Gilbert Rd. Wood Cutting 

Mr. .Kemp stepped down from the meeting table, recusing himself from the discussion. 

 

Wood cutting had been observed on Gilbert Road near Russellville Road.  The cutting raised a 

concern since there have been a number of projects recently in Southampton near wetlands which 

have begun prior to having been reviewed or permitted.  In this instance, the property owner was 

only clearing up storm damage and cutting fire wood.  The stacked fire wood can be seen from the 

road. 

 

Mr. Kemp returned to the meeting. 

 

Meetings 
The January 28, 2013 meeting was cancelled due to inclement weather.  The next SCC meetings are 

planned for February 18; March 4, March 18, April 1, and April 15, 2013. 

 

9:00 Adjournment 

A motion was made by Mr. Haff to close the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Barcomb.  

The motion passed unanimously with seven (7) YES votes. 

 

 


